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distressed lest he kill others ...” Deep in our psyche there is embeddeda respect for
the life of every human being because he was formed in the image of G-d
{betzalmo). But to Jacob, too, G-d appears and assuages him that he is acting
properly, as he is fighting to preserve his own life. ‘

And so do we, nowadays, have to react. We should be afraid neither of our right
flank, nor the left one, but act resolutely to defend our lives and our homeland.

Itzhak Yair
Methodological Aspects of a ““Case Study’’

Reality — which is very diverse, provides many incidents which mirror actuality
during the course of a class in session. Similarly, an educational discussion in the
classroom serves as an authentic reflection of the “world” on the outside. A
sensitive teacher may reap many benefits if he listens carefully and attentively toall

those “hints” which are hankering to come into the open. It is appropriate for an
institute training teachers to develop in the trainees perceptiveness, sensitivity as
well as the capacity to respond intimately and not be satisfied only with emphasis
on the ability to read the cognitive map and to cultivate proper behavior,

The "case study” presented in this paper, describes two real events, which were
selected at random from tens of similar instances, which occurred in class-rooms
and which are related to the subject of “faith”’. One presents a teaching experience
in Israel and the other a parallel event in the United States. Among the items that
can be learned from this comparison, one stands out: the compulsive efforts of an
Israeli majority group to force its views on the minority group, as compared to the
pluralistic character of the American group. Teaching is only a part of the
ideclogical and behavioral infrastructure, whose characteristics can be dictated by
the student group. These characteristics, too, are a function of many hidden
components. A major part of them cannot be formulated at all by acceptedresearch
criteria.

The “case study” is thus a research tool based on sound methodological
foundations which enable exposure and research in this sensitive discipline. This
article presents a sample case, discusses problems involved in educational
research and suggest methods for a fair solution.
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11. The goals of the Todaa programs were not defined clearly to indicate the
change of attitude that was expected from the student.

12. The implementation of these studies in the Chinuch Mamlachti, was, the
author feels , a sad failure, because the basic Jewish moral vaiues were turned
into empty words, and presented only as folkloric. If the religious contents are
cancelled and only the external, symbolic ritual acts are preserved nothing has
been accomplished.

13. The Center for the Cultivation of Todaa Yehudit which was established to
implement this program did sponsor special courses for teachers, and did bring
the subjects involved to the attention of teachers and parents through lectures,
seminars, publications, etc. But it is doubtful if it has succeeded as far as
inculcating Jewish tradition is concerned. Bewilderment was rife among the
teachers. Some interpreted this program as a religious renaissance along the
lines of the Reform movement while others only grasped the folkloristic side.
Furthermore, the Center tried to conserve Jewish values, rather than revive
them,

Avraham Carmi

‘““He Was Frightened, Lest He be Killed,
and Distressed Lest He Kill Others’’

In wake of the events to which we have been exposed in the domain of security,
the situation in the “territories’” and our attitude to the acts of homicide being
perpetrated in our land, it is well worth examining our early sources which also
treat such matters,

A clear policy how we should react can be derived from the text in the Torah
{Deuteronomy, XX} which stresses our duty to fight in defense of lives; frome
Mishna sources {Sota 8); Halachaic sources {Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 7) and
commentators.

War is only the ultimate means which shouid be employed. However, we should
not hesitate to act firmly against our murderers as a lenient approach would, infact,
be an act of self destruction.

L.et us remember how our patriarch Avraham acted in his war against the kings.
When he was worried lest he kilied people in vain, G-d reassured him "1 will shield
you from retribution. You shall not be punished for all those lives you took™. Qur
patriarch Jacob was similarly concerned; ""He was frightened, lest he be killed, and

24



10.

- The need for the program:

a. The "Founding Fathers” (Firstand Second Aliyah), desiring to construct “a
new, free world”’, concealed their own old world from their descendants.

b, Tunhn 17 The generation of the descendants”, nurturedonly by Zionist
and nationalist ideas, found itself in spiritual confusion regarding identity
with the Jewish heritage and the Jewish diaspora.

. With no defined goals for the “Todaa’’ studies, the school system itself wasin

a quagmire regarding the viewpoints that should be stressed in this “education
towards values’? Because straightforward answers to these questions were
lacking, the secular education system stressed primarily Tanach studies,
emphasizing the universal ideas and the moral preaching of the prophets.

. By establishing the Todaa Yehudit curriculum, the Ministry of Education and

Culture has triedto find a way to enhance the identification of Israeli youth with
Jewish ethnicity, after the experiment of “making do” solely with the Zionist
approach failed.

. The Todaa Yehudit concept received various explanations, in particular the

emphasis that performing the Mitzvotis not required; only to know what they
are. This “knowledge only” approach, was very important, because its
objective was to eliminate the ignorance of the youth of whatever is Jewish.
To find a way outfrom the prevailing spiritual confusion, the folkloristic aspects
of Judaism were stressed. However folklore cannot contribute to an honest
confrontation with the moral issues which Judaism presents to the student.
Todaa Yehudit endeavored to motivate secular youth 1o identify with Jewish
values through an emotional approach. The author feels it is difficult to
inculcate the values of Judaism only by emotional experience, without actually
participating in and sharing Jewish culture. ‘
Focussing the program on a single study subject, just selecting to abolish
ignorance of the youth in matters of tradition, condemned the program to
failure from the beginning.

The Todaa Yehudit and its cultivation, demand an in-depth investigation of
ideas, pointing out problems and indicating viable solutions. One such
important issue is the attitude and relation to Jews in the Diaspora.

. in addition to the Jewish folklore studies, familiarization with Jewish holidays

was included in the program.

The central role of the instructor seems 1o have been overlooked by the
developers of the program. Continuing education courses and seminars for the
Todaa teachers were organized but covered ONLY the subject matter of the
curriculum. NO coordinated effort was made to install “spritiual contents' orto
face the real problem of the need to change the attitude of the teachers towards
the sources of Judaism. This oversight is a sure recipe for failure.
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